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Jackson Wong of the SF Airport reports on the results of 
a breakout session at the Feb. 20 AGC-SF Liaison 
Committee meeting as Marc Wheeler from Kiewit 
Pacific, Bob Schwab from Mitchell Engineering, Blaise 
Fettig from Vortex Marine Construction and Jim Troup 
from Monterey Mechanical (L-R) look on. 

 
 
OWNERS HIGHLIGHTED IN SAN JOSE: AGC’s popular “Public Works Forecast” event will be 
held on Friday, April 25 at 7:30 a.m. at the elegant Corinthian Event Center in downtown San Jose. The 
event, which will include breakfast, will feature prominent public owners from throughout the Bay Area 
discussing projects they expect to put out to bid in the months ahead. For more information or 
sponsorship opportunities, contact Kristen Fracisco at (925) 827-2422. 
 
 
 
BUILDING ON REFORMS: AGC 
recently reactivated its AGC-San 
Francisco Liaison Committee with a 
goal of improving communication 
between contractors and the city and 
building on a two-year public works 
contracting reform effort. The most 
recent meeting was hosted by SF MUNI 
on Feb. 20 and featured top-level 
representatives from the major city 
departments. Turner Construction 
executive John de Ruiter and Human 
Rights Commission Executive Director 
Chris Iglesias are co-chairs of the 
committee. AGC associate member Dr. 
Barbara Belk of the Oakland-based 
management consulting firm of Belk & 
Associates served as meeting facilitator. 
For more information, contact Russell 
Snyder at (925) 827-2422. 
 
 
 
S.F. LIBRARY PROJECT:  An on-site pre-bid conference is set for March 7 at 9:30 a.m. for the 
Potrero Branch Library project 7536A(R). The $3 million project will renovate the library at 1616 20th 
Street in San Francisco. The work includes expanding the building, selective demolition, site work, 
concrete paving, seismic/structural upgrades, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and all related work. For 
more information, contact Marilyn Thompson at (415) 557-4202. 
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Outlook 2008 speakers in San Jose included, from left: Cliff 
Brewis, J. Stuart Eckblad, Clifford Ham and Damir Priskich. 

 
  
 
LOCAL JOB-TRAINING PROGRAMS OFFER WORKERS: The Richmond City-Build program 
invites contractors to attend its open house and job fair on Tuesday, March 18 from 10 a.m. to noon at 
360 S. 27th Street in Richmond to meet graduates of the city’s pre-apprenticeship construction program. 
For more information, contact Gina Baker at (510) 307-8011, or Fred Lucero at (510) 772-8105. There 
are many other Bay Area pre-apprenticeship construction training programs that are regularly churning 
out graduates. The Cypress Mandela Training Program is located in Oakland. Reach Executive Director 
Art Shanks at (510) 208-7350; The San Francisco Job Corps program has recently graduated students 
with skills in carpentry, electrical work and basic construction labor who are available to work in many 
Bay Area locations. For more information, contact Chuck Carpenter at (415) 227-2438. The San 
Francisco CityBuild program maintains a list of recent graduates. Contact Valerie O’Donnell at (415) 
554-7006. 
 
 
 
LOOK INTO THE FUTURE: A 
sell-out crowd attended the Feb. 6 
“Construction Outlook 2008” 
event jointly produced by AGC 
and McGraw-Hill Construction in 
San Jose. The speakers included: 
Clifford Ham, principal architect, 
State Judicial Council, Office of 
Court Construction; J. Stuart 
Eckblad, director of design and 
construction for the UCSF Medical 
Center; Damir Priskich, director 
of development for Westrust; and 
Cliff Brewis, senior director of 
editorial operations and economist 
for McGraw-Hill Construction. 
Although the forecast for 
residential construction remained 
grim, there was some optimism in 
the commercial and public works 
sectors. 
 
 
 
SAFETY TRAINING: AGC will hold a Back and Muscle Injury Prevention seminar on April 24 in 
San Jose. For more information, contact Kristen Fracisco at (925) 827-2422. 
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Andy Lambert 

Curt Mitchell of Mitchell Engineering and 
former state Sen. Jackie Speier at Feb. 11 
ethics event in San Francisco. 

Photo by Susan Lohwasser

 
 
 
LAMBERT JOINS ROBERT A. BOTHMAN: Andy Lambert 
recently joined Robert A. Bothman, Inc. of San Jose as a business 
development and marketing manager. Lambert is active in various 
AGC activities and is chairman of the Bay Region Membership 
Committee. Robert A. Bothman, founded in 1978, is a leading 
sports facility design/build contractor and has done work for many 
high-profile public and private owners. Lambert can be reached at 
(408) 229-2277. 

 
 
 
 
NORTH BAY EVENT SET: The 8th annual North Bay Golf Tournament will be 
held Monday, April 21 at the Windsor Golf Club in Windsor. Proceeds from the event 
will benefit scholarship programs at Santa Rosa Junior College and Sonoma State 
University for needy students who are pursuing a career in construction. Last year 
more than $4,000 was raised for the scholarship programs. For more information or 
sponsorship opportunities, contact Rachel Morris at (925) 827-2422. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGC MEMBER SPEARHEADS SEMINAR: 
AGC member Mitchell Engineering spearheaded 
a full-to-capacity seminar Feb. 11 in San 
Francisco on the subject of ethics in the 
construction industry. AGC and many others co-
sponsored the seminar, which was produced by 
the American Institute of Ethics and featured 
former state Sen. Jackie Speier as a speaker. 
Curt Mitchell of Mitchell Engineering 
introduced the speakers and noted that “many in 
our industry are afflicted with a bottom-line 
mentality” and that “it promotes an unrealistic 
belief that everything boils down to … monetary 
results.” Speier said ethical dilemmas pop up in 
many areas of our lives. “In politics,” she said, 
“the payoff for being ethical is no payoff at all.” 
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HISTORIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT REVISITED: AGC Bay Area members were on hand 
Feb. 28 at the Capitol in Sacramento to testify at a special Assembly Select Committee on Procurement 
hearing on diversity. The goal of the hearing was to revisit the historic partnership agreement created in 
2006 by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, AGC and others to promote diversity in the construction 
industry. Miguel Galarza, president and owner of Yerba Buena Engineering & Construction of San 
Francisco, Curt Weltz, an executive with of FCI and Barbarette Newton, owner of Redwood 
Resources of Oakland were among those AGC members on hand to testify of the strides the industry has 
made in the past two years, and what challenges remain. For more information, contact Russell Snyder 
at (925) 827-2422. 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

DIVERSITY HIGHLIGHTED

AGC Legislative Advocate Jamie Khan (far 
left) briefs the AGC contingent prior to the 
Assembly hearing. Pictured, clockwise, are 
Curt Weltz with FCI, Brad Barnum with 
AGC San Diego, Sam Hassoun with AGC of 
California, Sabrina Watts with AGC of 
California and Miguel Galarza with Yerba 
Buena Engineering & Construction. 

Miguel Galarza with Yerba Buena 
Engineering & Construction testifies before 
the Assembly committee as AGC Associate 
Member Barbarette Newton of Redwood 
Resources (back to the camera, left) prepares 
to deliver her remarks. Listening at the dais 
are Assemblymembers Curren D. Price Jr. 
(left) and Sandre Swanson. 


