
 During a speech to nearly 500 Republicans on 
January 18, 2010, Orange County GOP Chairman 
Scott Baugh urged all Republican candidates to not ac-
cept any contributions from public employee unions.  
Mr. Baugh hopes that Republican officials will take a 
stronger stand on reining in public pension costs and he 
calls for a ballot measure that would ban the use of un-
ion dues for campaigns without a union memberõs con-
sent. 

State Senator Mimi Walters, a Laguna Niguel Republi-
can running for State Treasurer, was among those who 
wouldnõt rule out accepting contributions from public 
safety unions.  She accepted $1,000.00 from the Or-
ange County Sheriffõs Deputies Union in 2008. òWhile 
I commend Scott for reminding Republicans of the 
negative impact unions have had on the state budget, I 
appreciate the role public safety plays in our commu-
nity,ó she said.  òTheir support of me has never influ-
enced my decisions.ó 

In the January 20, 2010 Orange County Register, Mr. 
Frank Mickadeit wrote that òThe speech GOP Chair-
man Scott Baugh gave Monday night is perhaps the 
riskiest and most courageous Iõve heard by a local poli-
tician.ó 

In the Orange County Register of January 22, 2010, Mr. 
Mickadeit ponders which is more important to a candi-
date, the Republican party endorsement or the money 
from a union.  òUnion support, by contrast, can be sub-
stantial on its face.  I decided to use the example of 
Baughõs hometown of Huntington Beach.  In the last 
council election in 2008, the Firefighters Union spent 
more than $11,000 on three candidates, most of it in 
independent expenditures, which have no dollar limit.  
All three won. 

The election before, the union spent more than 
$15,000 on four candidates each of whom also won.  
Thus, all seven current City Council members (not all 

of whom are Republican) have significant support 
from one of the major public employees unions.ó 

òBaugh says heõs got nothing against union members 
sending checks to their union for political purposes.  
What heõs against is government agencies having the 
ability, as a matter of payroll procedure, to automati-
cally forward the union dues of union members to 
the unions.  The  practice, Baugh contends, makes 
government a facilitator of political activities.ó 

On March 17, 2010, the following story appeared in 
the Orange County Register: 

òPublic sector employee unions often fund political 
action committees that donate to a variety of causes.  
The Orange County Professional Firefighters Asso-
ciation Local 3631 is no exception. 

The associationõs PAC has donated or spent nearly 
$634,000 on a variety of political causes and politi-
cians between 1999 and 2009, according to filings 
with Californiaõs secretary of state. 

Not surprisingly, much of that money has found its 
way into the political campaigns of the firefightersõ 
would-be-bosses ð politicians running for council 
seats in cities that hire the Orange County Fire Au-
thority for fire protection. 

Thatõs 22 cities and the countyõs unincorporated 
area, covering 1.5 million citizens.  Each city ap-
points one city council member to the OCFAõs board 
of directors; the county appoints two. 

This board sets policy on life-and-death matters to 
the firefighters, such as how and where to cut the 
budget, accepting new cities as contract cities and 
determining the future of hand crews and volunteer 
fire departments within the county. The union has 
firm  ideas   about  what  should   happen  with  these  
issues and a whole lot more.  When approaching a 
political race,  òWe  have  one  question, and  itõs the  
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simplest question of all,ó said Joe Kerr, President of 
the Association.  òDo you support public safety, and if 
so, how?ó  Thatõs usually the bar we set as far as en-
dorsing.  If they make public safety priority number 
one, we have the opportunity to get on the same page. 
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Today, there are 115 elected officials in the cities that 
contract with the OFCA for services and the Orange 
County Professional Firefighters Association is the 12th 
largest such PAC in the state.  Politics are an integral 
part of the public safety picture.ó 
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